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Participants 
 
Margaret Atherden, Anne Laws, Brian Cosnette, Graham Rebecca, Gordon Simpson, John Smith, 
Sylvia and John Will,Doug McCutcheon, Nick Picozzi, Bozena Kalejta-Summers (leader) and Fano 
(Fanomezantsoa Andrianirina) (principal guide).   
 
                   

Summary 
 

Altogether, 149 bird species were recorded on the trip, with 45 species seeing only once.   The most 
frequently seen birds were Common Mynah, Madagascar Bulbul and Feral Pigeon, recorded on all days 
except one.  A Pygmy Kingfisher scored three votes and won the status of the best bird of the trip, but 
only one vote ahead of the Madagascar Fish Eagle and Schlegel’s Asity. 

 
 
Bird of the trip: 

 
 Brian: Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher 
 Ann: Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher  
 Fano: Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher  
 Graham: Madagascar Fish Eagle 
 John S:  Madagascar Fish Eagle 
 Margaret: Schlegel’s Asity 
 John W.: Schlegel’s Asity 
 Sylvia: Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher  
 Nick: Long-tailed Ground-roller 
 Doug: Madagascar Nightjar 
 Gordon: Pitta-like Ground-Roller 
 Bozena: Madagascar Plover 
   

 
 
Twenty five species of mammals (24 lemurs), 32 reptiles, 
seven amphibians, 31 invertebrates, 105 species of plants 
and four species of fungi were also recorded.   

 
 
The most memorable moment: 
Witnessing the howling of Indri for the majority: 
 
 Brian: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 Ann: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 Graham: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 Doug:  witnessing the howling of Indri 
 Margaret: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 John W.: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 Sylvia: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 Nick: witnessing the howling of Indri 
 John S:  an encounter with Diademed Sifaka 
 Fano: an encounter with Diademed Sifaka 
  Gordon: Seeing a Lowland Streaked Tenrec 
 Bozena: Seeing a Lowland Streaked Tenrec 
 

 
 

 PS.   Please note that the name of the species is given in full only when it is first mentioned.  
Thereafter, Madagascar is replaced with M.  
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              Itinerary 
 

 
Day 1  

 
Tuesday  23/10/12     

 
The group arrived to Tana on a direct flight from Paris at 

22:05, except Doug and myself.  Doug arrived in the 
afternoon, after his holiday in South Africa and I have been in 
Madagascar for the past two days, sorting out formalities and 
getting ready for the arrival of the group.   

Going through custom took longer than expected, but after 
about an hour, Margaret emerged first to awaiting Fano, our 
full time guide, and myself.  The rest of the group followed 
shortly and we all headed for our bus.  Soon the luggage was 
loaded and as we were about to leave, we suddenly noticed 
that Margaret was missing!  With horror, we saw her in front 
of the bus, being surrounded by five local guys.  Good hearted 
Margaret responded without the slightest suspicion to their 
request and exchanged 10 Euro for them, losing, as she later 
found out, £3.00 in the process.  Oh well, a good first lesson: 
do not talk to strangers! 

Although our hotel was strategically situated 10 minutes 
from the airport, it was not until well after midnight when we 
reached the front gate of our hotel.  A whole army of porters 
waited for us and we were distributed quickly to our rooms for 
a well deserved good night sleep. 

  
 
 

 
Wednesday    24/10/12    

Day 2 

 
Blue sky and a warm temperature welcomed us this morning and, before our breakfast at a 

respectable 8:00 am, some of us managed to have a stroll around the hotel grounds and recorded species 
such as Madagascar White-eye, Madagascar Wagtail, Souimanga Sunbird, Madagascar Fody, 
Madagascar Mannikin, Common Mynah, Madagascar Magpie Robin and Common Stonechat.  By 9:00 
am, we were ready to leave the hotel for our first trip straight to the airport to exchange money.   

Equipped with hard cash and after a short visit back at the hotel, we were soon on our way a Lemur 
Park, situated 22 km from Tana.  As we drove through the streets of the city, the poverty shocked us all.  
Small stalls by the side of the road stretched for miles, where people were selling virtually everything 
possible, from clothes and food, including fresh meat, to car tires and lifestock.  Rice paddies 
surrounded the city and bricks were being made in any spare land.   

Lemur Park was a small area, where native plants were planted creating a home for seven species of 
lemur.  We took a slow stroll on well defined paths which led us to various interesting plants and lemurs 
that our knowledgeable guide pointed out to us.  Throughout the course of an hour, we saw Crowned 
Sifaka, Coquerel’s Sifaka, Black and White Ruffed Lemur, Ring-tailed Lemur, Eastern Grey Bamboo 
Lemur, Common Brown Lemur and a Black Lemur foraging or playing in the foliage of the trees.  The 
area was rather lean on birds, but we managed to see Madagascar Brush Warbler, Madagascar Bulbul 
and Souimanga Sunbird.  We all agreed that it was a nice introduction to what lay ahead of us. 

By the time we finished our walk, it was almost midday and hot.  We, therefore, took a drive back 
to the city for our lunch in a restaurant located in a charming colonial central train station, which has 
been renovated and brought back to its former glory.  We had here a traditional Malagasy dish, a 
flavoured chicken with rice, followed by a coffee and desert, made of a mixture of frozen custard, 
peaches and ginger bread.  A visit to a most unusual toilet in an old wagon was followed by a look 
around the restaurant garden.  Here, we all got fascinated by a handful of birds coming to bathe and 
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drink at the garden sprinkle.  Those included Madagascar Mannikin, Madagascar Green and Souimanga 
Sunbirds, M. Bulbul and a dazzling M. Fody.   

After I collected my camera left in the restaurant (oops!), we took another rather depressing drive 
through busy streets of Tana to privately owned Alarobia Lake.  This small wetland with a large island 
in the middle was teeming with waterbirds.  The 
breeding Dimorphic Egret predominated, but 
there were also breeding Common Squacco 
Heron, Black Egret, Black-crowned Night 
Heron, Great White Egret and Cattle Egret.  The 
most sought after bird though, the Madagascar 
Squacco Heron, took a while to locate.  Red-
billed Teal, White-faced Duck, a female Knob-
billed Duck and Common Moorhen were also 
present.   

We took a walk around the lake to a raised 
platform where we had a good view of the 
island. 

A further short walk revealed Madagascar 
Kingfisher perching on the branch, Madagascar Swamp Warbler calling in the reeds and another 
Madagascar Squacco Heron, posing for everybody. 

We could see the clouds building up and it looked like the rain was inevitable.  Indeed, on the way 
back to the hotel, the heavens opened and a heavy rain poured down.  At the hotel, the indispensible 
porters waited for us with umbrellas and assisted us to our rooms.   

We met up again for dinner at 7:00 pm, with a short visit to the bar.  The local beer was a definite 
hit for the majority of the group.  We enjoyed the onion soup (the next day referred to as soup with an 
attitude!) and a duck in an orange sauce, followed by a crème brûlée in three different flavours. 

 Madagascar Nightjar serenaded above the hotel grounds late into the night and some of us made 
an effort to look for it.   

   
Altogether, 29 species were recorded today, with Knob-billed Duck seen only once on the trip.  

  
 
  

 
Day 3  

Thursday  25/10/12    
 
A few of us had a morning walk around the hotel grounds, but by 8:00 am we all met up for 

breakfast.   
Air Madagascar moved our 6:00 am flight to Mahajanga to 15:20, so we had a few hours to spare in 

the morning.  There was not enough time to indulge in any serious birding, so the decision was made to 
visit a local craft market.  John, Gordon and Doug though decided to stay behind and take full advantage 
of the hotel facilities.  

The market was situated on the bank of 
the rice paddies, so inevitably, once we got 
off the bus, we scanned the fields for new 
birds.  Not seeing anything exciting, we went 
on a shopping spree.   We strolled amongst 
the stalls admiring high quality crafts, 
depicting baobabs, lemurs, and other 
Malagasy cultural and natural features.     

Equipped with T-shirts, metal and 
wooden hand-made art pieces, polished 
ammonites, etc. we met up at the bus an hour later (photo by John and Sylvia).   

Back at the hotel, we had to pack our suitcases and sort out the bills before lunch.  Some took the 
last opportunity to photograph the M. Wagtail on its nest from my bedroom (!?).  Our first Lineated Day 
Gecko Phelsuma lineata was spotted in the hotel grounds.  
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Lunch in Malagasy style was overwhelming:  zebu served in a very tasty sauce with croquet 
potatoes, followed by a most unusual and beautifully presented crispy crepe served with a vanilla 
flavoured liqueur. 

 

 
We left the hotel on time and headed for the airport.  Here, Fano collected our passport and booked 

us as a group, which saved time and hassle.  Having over an hour to spare, we gathered outside the 
departure hall.  Brian and Graham did some birding around the airport and, a while later, claimed with 
excitement a sighting of Little Swift, recorded on an island only as an infrequent migrant.  Well done!  
Here, they also spotted Madagascar Bee-eater, Mascarene Martin and Madagascar Kestrel. 

Our wait at the airport was longer than expected due to further delays, so we welcomed with relief 
the announcement to board the Air Madagascar plane.  How little did we know!  Only, once onboard, 
did we learn that we were flying north west first, to Nosy Bé, and only then the plane will return south 
to Mahajanga.  As we left the plane at Nosy Bé, we all indulged in a discussion and put forward various 
theories why this has happened.   

Tired and hungry, we finally arrived at Mahajanga and as soon as we walked into the airport 
building, we had a biggest surprise of all: a Madagascar Nightjar flew into the building and frantically 
tried to find an exit.   We had a chance to have a look at this surprisingly big bird, but couldn’t do 
anything to help its predicament.  

While Fano was sorting out our luggage, our driver dropped us at a local restaurant for an evening 
meal.    Cold beer and refreshments helped to keep our spirits high. Nick made a heroic attempt to 
photograph two species of gecko on the ceiling for later identification (Common House Gecko 
Hemidactylus mercatorius and Lineated Day Gecko).      

We enjoyed our dinner, which comprised spring rolls as a starter, fish kebab as the main course and 
fruit salad.   It was over an hour later, when Fano arrived with grim news: six pieces of our luggage 
were missing!  The news overshadowed the whole evening and although we stayed in a lovely hotel on 
the shore, with stunning views from our private balconies over an enormous swimming pool and the 
ocean, nobody was in the mood to enjoy the location. 

 
Despite the fact that no special time was devoted to birdwatching today, altogether, we recorded 21 

species (four species were only heard), with Common Sandpiper and Madagascar Turtle Dove seen for 
the first time.  

 
 

Day 4  
 

Friday  26/10/12    
 
The decision to stay overnight at Mahajanga rather than travel straight from the airport to 

Ampijoroa was made back in Tana.  Just as well, otherwise we would have run into the problem of 
arriving at Mahajanga without prior arrangement for accommodation or an evening meal.  This, 
however, meant that we had to wake up today at 4:00 am to get to the Ampijoroja camp by 7:00 am and 
not miss the morning activities.   

At 4:30 am, half asleep, in the pitch dark, we drove through the empty streets of Mahajanga.  Soon 
though a gorgeous early morning sun rose above the horizon in the open countryside, and it all seemed 
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to be worth it!  Apart from a few Madagascar Buzzards (now becoming more common and 
uninteresting!), Yellow-billed Kite and herds of zebu competing with us for space on the road, the drive 
was rather uneventful.  We did stop, however, at Ambovondranianesy village to have a close look at a 
Sakalava Weaver colony, comprising at least 200 birds.  

We arrived to Ampijoroa Forest Station, the tourist-accessible part of the Ankarafantsika National 
park, just after 7:00 am and were immediately taken by a number of new species in a car park.  Those 
included a beautiful Sickle-billed Vanga, a majestic Madagascar Hoopoe, a colourful Broad-billed 
Roller, White-headed Vanga and Crested Drongo.  

We had scrum-delicious breakfast with warm croissant/rolls and fruit salad, on a veranda 
overlooking the forest.  However, there was no time to waste and after a quick dispatch to our chalets, 
we gathered again to undertake a walk in the forest.  I did not feel well and decided to stay behind to 
recover.  The walk was eventful and species recorded included Long-billed Greenbul, Common 
Newtonia, Common Jery, Madagascar Magpie Robin, Coquerel's Coua, Madagascar Paradise 

Flycatcher, Hook-billed Vanga and M. Buzzard on the nest.  
A Madagascar Coucal and Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo 
were also heard.  A Gravenhorst's Skink Trachylepis 
gravenhorstii, Collared Iguanid Oplurus cuveri, Lineated 
Day Gecko Phelsuma lineata, Oustalet's Chameleon 
Furcifer oustaleti and caterpillars with weird looking 
nymphs of the Flatid Leaf Bug Phromnia rosea were also 
seen.  The latter have long wispy feathers-like structures 
which are nothing more than a waxy substance produced by 
the nymph for defence.  When a predator grasps the bug, it 
gets only the substance, while a nymph in a flea-like hop 
escapes.  Those nymphs also secret a sugary substance on 
the tree trunks, which is eaten by Mouse Lemurs.   

 
However, as the morning progressed, the heat became unbearable, and by late morning we returned 

to the camp.  A cold beer, “Fresh” and soft drinks restored our energy levels, but there was little time to 
relax because male and female Madagascar Cuckoo-rollers announced their presence with a distinctive 
loud whistling call.  A M. Coucal flew in as well.   

Local prawns with vegetables and potatoes were superb for lunch and after a leisurely break in the 
middle of the day, we gathered again at 15:30 for a boat ride in the adjacent Ravelobe Lake.   

We walked a short distance along the road, where locals (the main ethnic group here is the 
Sakavala, which are mainly zebu herders and farmers) displayed their preserves and fruit for sale.  We 
were full of admiration for their skill to take full advantage of the local resources and later purchased 
bananas from them.  Here, Chabert’s Vanga was seen by the side of the road. 

 The boat ride was very pleasant and as we 
moved slowly along the lake admiring beautiful 
scenery, our attention was drawn more and 
more to waterbirds that abounded here.  We 
picked up some more familiar species of heron 
such as Common Squacco, M. Squacco, Black-
crowned Night, Green-backed Herons, but also 
our first Purple, Grey and Humblot’s Herons 
were seen here.   Great White, Cattle and Black 
Egrets were also present as well as White-faced 
Duck and some waders including Black-winged 
Stilt, Kittlitz’s and White-fronted Plovers and 
Curlew Sandpiper.  Greenshank was also heard.  Most excitement though was generated by Madagascar 
Jacana which briefly emerged from the floating vegetation.  As we moved along, a Darter was spotted 
perching on a dead tree and a watchful Nile Crocodile accompanied us for a while surfacing within 
touching distance of the boat (!).  But, the best was yet to come…  

 
As we turned the corner and found ourselves in a secluded bay, we came face to face with a pair of 

Madagascar Fish Eagles majestically perching on low branches on the bank.  For some of us, this 
species was later classed as a best bird of the trip.  Magic!  
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 Dimorphic Egret, Green-backed and Purple Herons looked beautiful in the sun-set, but Lesser 
Gallinule gave us the best performance by foraging on the top of the broad-leaved vegetation.       

We took a short break and gathered again for our evening feast, which consisted of vegetation soup, 
tasty chicken in a mushroom sauce and a local desert.  Soon after dinner, we embarked on an evening 
walk with the great news that our lost luggage was on its way to the lodge.   

During our walk we managed to see two gorgeous Rhinoceros Chameleon Furcifer rhinoceratus, a 
harmless Malagasy cut-eyed Snake Madagascarophis columbrinus, Mossy leaf-tailed Gecko Uroplatus 
sikorae and cute Grey Mouse and Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemurs.  What a lovely end to a looong day! 

 
Altogether, 61 species of birds were recorded today, with 67% seen for the first time.  More notable 

species included the only record for the trip of African Openbill Stork and Lesser Gallinule.   Lemurs 
seen today included Grey Mouse Lemur, Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur, Milne-Edward’s Sportive Lemur and 
Coquerel’s Sifaka.    

 
 

Day 5  
 
Saturday 27/10/12    

  
We had a lovely start to the day, when our breakfast on the terrace was interrupted by three 

Coquerel’s Sifakas happily playing amongst the foliage of the trees around us.  
We were leaving today for Tana, but at 6:30 am there was still enough time to venture into the 

forest to look for some new species.  Our walk started with good views of Souimanga Sunbird and 
Crested Coua perched on the top of the tree.  We had a second encounter with Flatid Leaf Bug and 
thousands of caterpillars piling up a tree trunk.  Most excitement though was generated by an Edwards’s 
Sportive Lemur leaping through the hole in a trunk.  As we moved slowly through the forest, our guides 
spotted for us M. Hoopoe, M. Magpie Robin, White-headed Vanga and Madagascar Cuckoo Shrike.  
Our main aim though was to find brightly coloured endemic Schlegel’s Asity.  Soon, we stood in front 
of its nest, where the male and female were busy attending to it and gave us good, though brief views.  
Paradise Flycatchers also had a nest nearby and we observed with interest the different morphs of the 
males: rufous and white.   The phases appear to be age related, with white birds being older (see box 
below). 

 

Abstract from the African Journal of Ecology, 2003, Vol 41 (2), p 124–130 
  

The development of plumage polymorphism in male Madagascar paradise flycatcher Terpsiphone 
mutata was investigated in north-western Madagascar. Four distinct morphs were observed, namely, white-
coloured with long tails (WL), rufous-coloured with long tails (RL), rufous-coloured with tails of middle length 
(RM), and rufous-coloured with short tails (RS). Females were rufous and had short tails. Indivudual males 
were marked and re-observed during 1994–98. RS males changed to RM in the following seasons. Among RM 
males, some individuals retained RM, others changed to RL or WL. RM males which changed to WL in the next 
season had possessed white patches on their belly, whereas RM males which changed to RL had not had such 
patches. Neither WL nor RL males changed their morphs. Nestlings were rufous regardless of their father's 
morph. One nestling changed to RS in the next season. From these results and the difference of body size 
among four morphs, it is deduced that RS males are one year old, and change to RM males in the next season. 
RM males change to RL or WL males after one or two years. RL and WL are two stable terminal plumages, and 
they may be genetically determined morphs. 

Madagascar Plated Lizard Zonosaurus madagascariensis was spotted in the nearby bushes.  Once 
everybody got satisfied with a view of Schlegel’s Asity, we moved on.  Another stop was made for 
resident White-breasted Mesite, but despite our guides great effort, the bird remained illusive.  Instead, 
we got another good view of a beautiful Schlegel’s Asity. Also, a Madagascar Blue Vanga was playing 
hide and seek with us, but eventually it was tracked down.  A M. Lesser Cuckoo was calling above us, 
but only some of us got a view of this bird.  Others were satisfied with a group of brightly coloured 
Shieldbugs (family Pentatomidae) suspended on a leaf and looking almost like hand-painted.      
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Back at the camp, we still managed to tick off Rufous Vanga and M. Coucal.  
After hearty lunch and seeing a Common Brown Lemur tacked away high in a tree 
canopy, it was time to say good-bye to our guides and this wonderful place.   

The journey back to Mahajanga took just over two hours.  Margaret was 
religiously making a video as we drove through the rugged countryside and small 
villages.  We stopped briefly in the Berivotra area, where information boards erected 
in the middle of nowhere by an American university, gave us an insight o a rich 
paleontological heritage of the area.       

At Mahajanga, we admired an enormous Baobab, which dominated a city 
square, and multi-coloured rickshaws (pousse pousse) used frequently by locals.  Here, Margaret 
purchased, with Nick’s skilful bargaining, a miniature model boat from a street salesman.  The boat 
required careful handling and transport, so Margaret remained very attentive for the rest of the day.   

There was still plenty of time left to our departure, so Fano took us to a nearby wetland, where we 
did some rewarding birdwatching.  Species seen included Red-billed Teal, White-faced Duck, Moorhen, 
eight species of egrets and herons, M. Kingfisher and our first Madagascar Button-quail and Pygmy 
Goose.   

Back at the airport, we said good-bye to our driver and his assistant, and after some refreshments, 
we were ready to board the plane.   Surprisingly, there were no hiccups and Madagascar Airline brought 
us safely to Tana. 

We arrived to our hotel hotel in the evening and went straight to the table for an evening meal.  Our 
next day’s flight was early in the morning, so there was no chatting late into the night and once the meal 
was finished, we departed to our rooms.  

 
Altogether, 50 species were recorded today.  Those included seven new species and 14 endemics.  

Four species of lemurs were seen: Milne-Edwards Sportive Lemur, Mongoose Lemur, Common Brown 
Lemur and Coquerel’s Sifaka.    
 
 
 
 
Sunday  28/10/12    

Day 6 

 
We had an early wake-up call from the hotel staff at 3:00 am!  A fruit salad and coffee were laid out 

for us, but for some of us it was far too early to indulge.   Half asleep, we drove to the airport through 
the almost empty streets of Tana.  Without major hassle, we soon checked in and, surprisingly, the plane 
took off at 6:20, as planned.  However, we did have a shocking surprise when the stewardess welcomed 
us on the flight to the Reunion Island.  We all jumped out of our seats: “Not again!” As it turned out 
though, the flight to Reunion Island continued after Tulear, where we were destined.  John was most 
intrigued by the bottles of Malagasy “aphrodisiaque” called Eros, advertised in the Air Madagascar 
magazine.  “What are they for?” - he kept asking with a sparkle in his eye.  

We were relieved when the plane touched down and with all our luggage accompanying us, we met 
with anticipation our new driver, Roland. 

It was a lovely, sunny and already warm morning, so to utilise wisely the time available for birding 
in acceptable temperatures, we drove straight to nearby Antsokay, an arboreturm specialising in the 
flora and fauna of southwest Madagascar, located 12 km south-east from Tulear. 

Here, a Warty Chameleon Furcifer verrucosus welcomed us at the entrance and soon after, we were 
admiring Grey-brown Mouse Lemur high up in the foliage of a tree.  As we passed attractive Elephant 
Foot, baobabs and spiny Didiereaceae trees, we encountered several bird species, including M. Paradise 
Flycatcher, M. Magpie Robin, M. Button-quail, Common Jery, M. Mannikin, M. Bee-eater, our first 
Green-capped Coua, and the most unexpected M. Nightjar roosting in the shadow of a tree and guarding 
two chicks.   The Spiny-tailed Iguanid and another Warty Chameleon also attracted some attention.   

The heat soon became unbearable, so we headed for lunch. We had our lunch in a restaurant in 
Tulear.  Here, in a pleasant garden, Madagascar Giant Swallowtail Papillio antenor, were flying about 
and African Palm Swift and Mascarene Martin were soaring high in the sky.  A cold beer, “Fresh” and 
soft drinks were wonderful relief from the heat and accompanied well our fish steak served with 
potatoes and vegetables, followed by a traditional pancake and coffee.     
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And then, a long drive to Ifaty followed.  En route, 
we stopped briefly to scan the coast, where we were 
keen to find a Crab Plover, but instead we had to be 
satisfied with a few waders, notably Greenshank, 
Three-banded Plover and Whimbrel. We passed several 
villages, but generally the landscape was barren and 
empty and Yellow-billed Kite was the only raptor 
recorded.  

On the last leg of our journey, where the road 
conditions deteriorated and slowed us down, we got 

stuck.  While we stood there debating on the best way to extricate ourselves, in no time at all, men and 
some kids from a nearby village, stormed in to help us.  With their help, it was not before long we were 
on our way again.     

The staff at the hotel where we stayed two nights, welcomed us with cold refreshing drinks and 
soon we dispersed to our chalets.  We all had little verandas with views over the ocean and it was lovely 
to indulge in a little luxury.  Our free afternoon was filled with time to recover, relax and catch up on 
laundry.  Pity though, because the wind picked up later in the day and only some of us ventured outside.   

We gathered again at 19:00 for dinner, where we were presented with choices of fish and chicken 
dishes, both very palatable.   

 
Altogether, 26 species of bird were recorded today, with only three new species added to our list 

today: Sooty Tern, Whimbrel and Green-capped Coua.       
 
 
 

Monday  29/10/12     

Day 7 

 
We started a day with an early breakfast at 5:00 a.m. and soon after we were on our mission to visit 

the famous Spiny Forest.   
There are three pockets of spiny forest in 

the Ifaty area and we visited the Moussa Forest, 
named after the owner, whose son Freddy and 
his charming assistant Mandidy, accompanied 
us on the walk.  The spiny dry-forest was truly 
amazing, like nothing we had ever seen before.  
The thicket is dominated by ancient baobabs, 
(mainly Adansonia rubrostipa), spiny 
Didiereaceae trees (e.g. Madagascar Ocotillo 
Alluaudia procera and Octopus Tree  Didierea 
madagascariensis), Pachypodiums (e.g. 
Elephant Foot trees) and Euphorbias, creating a 
nature wonderland. 

As we entered the forest, M. Bee-eater, Souimanga Sunbird, Grey-headed Lovebird and Madagascar 
Turtle Dove greeted us.  We followed well defined tracks, where in the thickets around us Freddy 
skilfully shepherded a number of birds for us allowing good views of Sickle-billed Vanga, Chabert’s 
Vanga, Thamnornis Warbler, Madagascar Cisticola, M. Coucal, M. Cuckoo Shrike, Archbold’s 
Newtonia, Stripe-throated Jery, Lafresnaye’s Vanga, and the localised Subdesert Mesite.  But, perhaps a 
real star of the walk was a Long-tailed Ground Roller.  We also got good views of the White-footed 
Sportive Lemur, Madagascar Hissing Cockroach Gromphadorhina portentosa and Three-eyed Lizard 
Chalaradon madagascariensis. 

It was getting very hot, so we had to call it a day.  As we were leaving the area, a group of 
children from a village suddenly appeared all around us and tried to sell the local souvenirs.  They took 
a particular liking to Margaret and Nick… 

We then drove to the local salt pans, where Madagascar Plover resided.  However, a thorough scan 
of the area produced only numerous Kittlitz Plovers, a group of Curlew Sandpipers, Greenshank, 
Common Sandpiper, two Ruddy Turnstone, White-fronted Plover and Black-winged Stilt. 
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We were back at the lodge at 12:00, ready to indulge in refreshing drinks (John and Doug 
perculated with cold beer!) and lunch.  Today, fish kebabs and a pancake in rum sauce were served.  A 
relaxing break followed, with some of us having a swim in a pool.   

At 15:30 we met up again to revisit the spiny forest.  The forest was rather quiet in the afternoon, 
and apart from Green Pigeon, we have not seen anything new.  Freddy led us to a Running Coua nest, 
but since the bird was not on the nest, we retreated quickly not to cause any further disturbance.  The 
stars on the afternoon walk though were the little creatures and these included a very colourful Rainbow 
Bush Locust Phymateus saxosus, Large-clawed Scorpion Opisthacanthus madagascariensis, another M. 
Hissing Coakroach, Sakalava Velvet Gecko Homopholis sakalava and Huntsman Spider Damastes sp.  
The forest looked even more attractive and out of this world in the evening light.   

Soon it was time to say good-bye to Freddy and Mandida and our wonderful experience in the spiny 
forest.  After a short break at the lodge, we gathered again for a true culinary feast:  we had choices 
between a zebu salad and crab gratin for a starter, followed by seafood or chicken dishes.  Dessert was a 
toss between yummy chocolate mousse and pineapple cake.  Delicious!  A quick check list and we all 
were ready for bed.  Well, apparently not so… 

 
Today, we recorded 46 species of birds (three only heard), with some true stunners.  Other species 

not mentioned in the text, but not seen on a regular basis, included Madagascar Lark, M. Nightjar, 
African Palm Swift, M. Kingsfisher, M. Hoopoe and Madagascar Manikin.  Subdesert Mesite, White-
fronted Plover, Running Coua, Long-tailed Ground Roller, Archbold’s Newtonia, Thamnornis Warbler, 
Subdesert Brush Warbler and Lafresnaye’s Vanga have not been seen again.      

 
 
 

Day 8  
Tuesday  30/10/12    

 
An early (5:00 am) wake-up call was not a surprise to anyone anymore, but when gathered for a 

coffee and snacks, it appeared that not everybody was at their best form.  Graham and Brian felt a bit 
jaded, after having a whisky tasting contest late into the night and Nick had a disturbed night, but put on 
a brave face.  By contrast, Gordon kept us all amused: “ I will not let her (Bozena) fiddle with my 
buttons anymore”, he announced sternly!    

We left at 5:30 am and as we drove through the village, school children dressed in their white and 
purple uniforms were already on the way to school.  Not far from the lodge, we had a moment of 
concern when a minibus with a German group got stuck in the sand, not once, but twice, in front of our 
eyes.  Roland, after a quick inspection of the road conditions, took a chance and at a considerable speed 
(!) managed to get us through, leaving stranded Germans behind.   

We picked up Freddy again and drove straight to the saltpans to search for M. Plover.  M. Bee-eater 
welcomed us on arrival and in no time at all, Freddy and Fano found the plover for us.  We had a good 
view of the bird and Freddy even managed to push the bird close to photographers for a record shot. 

We then took a long drive along the coast back to Tulear.  Three Sanderlings were spotted on the 
water edge.  We stopped twice to scan the shore and mangrove lagoon looking in vane for Crab Plover.  
Instead, we recorded a considerable number of Greater Sandplovers, Whimbrel, Grey Plover, Ringed 
Plover, Sanderling and Turnstones and some egrets and herons.  Another brief stop at a small wetland 
produced Madagascar Swamp Warbler, Sakalava Weaver, Black-winged Stilt and M. Kestrel.  Yellow-
billed Kite was also seen along the road and some of us managed to catch a glimpse of a Reunion 
Harrier as it disappeared in the reeds.  Brian’s face lit up!  

It was 8:00 am when we reached Tulear.  The town was buzzing and we quickly made our way 
through to a familiar restaurant.  Here, while the group had tea/coffee and a light breakfast, the car was 
cleaned, filled with petrol and supplies.   

We drove outside Tulear to a coral rag scrub habitat, which hosted Red-shouldered Vanga and Giant 
Coua.  The walk in the heat in the dry thickets was not particularly pleasant, but we persevered and soon 
two birds were seen well by all.  Freddy’s skill to dive into the spiny bushes and shepherd the birds to us 
were outstanding.    

We said good-bye to Freddy and took off to Isalo, our next destination.  En route, we got a glimpse 
of a Madagascar Cuckoo Hawk, flying almost parallel to the moving bus.  We arrived at the newly 
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created Zombitse National Park in time for lunch.  At Zombitse, the southern and the deciduous western 
forest types meet, creating a mix of bamboos, baobabs (Ardsonia za) and spectacular orchids. 

M. Kestrel, almost confused for a Banded one, was seen on arrival.  After having simple but 
adequate lunch at a picnic table, we embarked on a walk.  To maximise our chances to see the target 
species, three other members of the park’s staff accompanied us.                         

A walk through dry thickets was rather strenuous, but soon we saw our target species:  Appert’s 
Greenbul, which occurs only here and nowhere else.  Another short walk brought us to a place where a 
Giant Coua was making the most amazing loud calls while running around us. This was also the spot 
where Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur was hiding in the small crevice of the tree.  A little head poked out for 
a little while, but then quickly retreated.  In the neighbouring bushes, five Verreaux’s Sifakas foraged in 
the trees, allowing prolonged views.  Some had babies on their backs.   As we emerged from the forest, 
a M. Kestrel came into view.  Some of us also managed to get a glimpse of our first Madagascar 
Partridge.   

We were then led to another part of the forest where we saw male and female White-browed Owls 
perching high in a tree.   On the way back, we found colourful adults of the Flatid Leaf Bug which 

looked nothing like their nymphs, seen by us earlier, and 
rather resembled orange and pink flowers. 

As we were leaving the park, we had a quick encounter 
with a Standing's Day Gecko Phelsuma standingi hiding on 
the park’s information board.    

With a feeling of mission accomplished, we left Zombitse 
Forest and continued north east on the RN7 national road.  The drive took us through small sapphire 
mining villages and beautiful scenery, where grassland in places dominated by Boababs Ardsonia za 
gave way to dramatic and desolate landscape of the Isalo massif’s sandstone.   

By late afternoon, we reached Relais de la Reine, a luxurious hotel cleverly hidden amongst rocks 
on the southern boundary of the Isalo National Park.  We were welcomed by the hotel staff who served 
us a warm cloth to refresh ourselves after the strenuous journey, followed by a cold cocktail.  What a 
treat! Some of us managed to see our first Forest Rock Thrush that resides here, before we dispersed to 
our rooms. 

Our stay here was interrupted by heavy rain and lightening causing the electricity to go off for a 
while, but by dinner time, everything was back to normal.  We had a jolly evening with a first class 
meal and choices of different starters, main courses and deserts.  When most of us went to bed, Brian 
and Graham managed to indulge in local culture and witnessed a folk band at somebody’s birthday 
party.   

 
 

 
 
Altogether, 51 species were recorded today, with 15 species seen for the first time.   Of those, 13 

species were not seen again (M. Cuckoo Hawk, Reunion Harrier, Grey Plover, Common Ringed Plover, 
M. Plover, Great Sandplover, Sanderling, Giant Coua, White-browed Owl, Appert’s Greenbul, 
Verreaux’s Coua and Red-Shouldered Vanga).   
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Wednesday  31/10/12    

Day 9 

   
We had breakfast at a leisurely 7 am, so some of us managed to have a little walk around the hotel 

premises and recorded a Palm Swift, M. Bulbul, M. Bee-eater, Broad-billed Roller, M. Turtle Dove, M. 
Kesterl, a few Yellow-billed Kites, Sooty Falcon, Common Mynah, Pied Crow, Lesser Vasa Parrot and 
Forest Rock Thrush. 

After breakfast and some last minute birding, we continued along the RN7 national route in a north 
easterly direction.  Three Yellow-billed Kites were the only raptors recorded alongside the road, until 
we stopped at a bridge, where another Yellow-billed Kite along with Sooty Falcon, M. Kestrel and M. 
Buzzard were observed.       

Enormous granite domes and iselbergs dominated the landscape and we made another stop by the 
side of the road to take some pictures of the magnificent rock formation in the distance.  Madagascar 
Black Swifts were seen in big numbers here as well.  As we passed through small settlements, the 
change in architecture was abrupt and notable.  Poorly constructed wooden shacks that we saw in the 
south were replaced by square brick houses.  We had entered the land of the Bara tribe, one of the 
youngest tribes in Madagascar.    

In the late morning, we reached the small, locally run Anjaha 
Community Conservation Site, where well-habituated Ring-tailed 
Lemurs posed for some pictures for us.  Unfortunately, the rain stopped 
us from exploring the forest further and after a quick encounter with at 
least four mating Bernier’s Striped Snakes Dromicodryas bernieri, we 
took off again.   

We had our lunch in a small restaurant attached to Antaimoro paper 
factory in Ambalavao.  Generous portions of zebu stir fry with 
vegetables were served, followed by a traditional banana/pineapple 
flambé and coffee.  Unfortunately, order was short of one portion and 
Graham had to wait a while for a special delivery – but, what a joy he 
had consuming it…   Here, in front of the restaurant Oustalet’s 
Chameleon was lazing on the top of a tree.   

Fano took us then on a little round of the paper factory.  The paper 
produced in the factory is a delicate, handmade and decorated with 
flowers.  It is made of fibres from an Avoha tree.   It was fascinating to 
follow the whole process of paper-making and watch the staff designing 

individual flower compositions.  We completed the tour with a visit to their shop.  
As we progressed further north, we reached Finarantsoa, the second city of Madagascar, where we 

stopped briefly for petrol.  Some of us had a little look around the craft and photography shops.  On our 
way further north, we passed through the highland settlements belonging to Betsileo tribe.  Houses here, 
once again changed in appearance and looked more elaborate, with wooden balconies, carved railings 
and tiled/hatched roofs.  This is one of the most densely populated regions of Madagascar and it was 
clear that forest has given way to rice paddies and cultivated field, including small vineyards and tea 
estates.   

Finally, we reached Ranomafana National Park and our lodge, situated above Ifanadiana village.   
We were all tired, so after dinner and going over the species check-list, we departed to bed for a well-
deserved sleep. 

  
Altogether, 38 species were recorded today, with Sooty Falcon recorded on the trip only today.   
 
 
 

Day 10   
Thursday 1/11/12   

 
We had an early breakfast at 5:00 am and, soon after, we were on our way to the Ranomafana 

National Park, one of Madagascar’s best known wildlife hot-spots.  En route, after picking up our 
guides, Sitraka, Victoria and Sulu, we made a brief stop to view a Blue Coua and Stripped Jery.  
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The Ranomafana Forest consists of steep, forested slopes, so Gordon decided to stay behind and do 
some wildlife watching at a leisurely pace, whereas the rest of us followed a well defined trail in the 
forest.  Here, as soon as we entered, M. Lesser Cuckoo and two Forest Fodies were spotted.  A while 
later, we gathered around the Screw Pine to view a tiny Pandanus Frog Mantydactylus pulcher.  As we 
reached the upper part of the forest, we came across a Red-fronted Brown Lemur feeding on the top of a 
tree.  However, our efforts here were directed to finding the illusive Rufous-headed Ground-Roller.  The 
guides worked hard to shepherd birds for us and soon we managed to see them.  Graham and Doug were 
lucky to get a quick glimpse of a Pitta-like Ground-roller as well.  

John decided to go back to the car and Victoria accompanied him the 
way down.  The rest of the group climbed a bit further where we came 
across a group of foraging Milne-Edwards’ Sifakas.   At this point, we 
split and the keen birders went further up with Fano, whereas the rest of 
the group descended to a lower part of the forest following Sulu.   

The birders climbed to the higher reaches of the forest and managed to 
record our first Red-fronted Coua, Pollen’s Vanga, Red-tailed Vanga and 
Tylas.  Madagascar Blue Vanga, M. Brush Warbler and Lesser Vasa 
Parrot were also seen. A few butterflies were present, but only 
Forest Butterfly Saribia tepahi was identified.  On the way back, we 
added to the list our first Blue Coua, Grey-crowned Greenbull and 
Yellow-browed Oxylabes.  M. Lesser Cuckoo and Crossley’s Babbler 
were also calling close by and we were shown Red-bellied Lemurs 
foraging in the canopy of the forest.  

At the lower part of the forest, we caught up with the rest of the group 
and Sulu led us to a nest of M. Paradise Flycatcher, where an adult was 
incubating the eggs.  A Blue Coua was seen here as well.  

In the meantime, the rest of the group recorded Crested Drongo on its 
nest, Common Jery, Souimanga Sunbird. M. Bulbul, Pollen’s Vanga, Tylas, M. Blue Vanga and 
Peackock Day gecko Phelsuma quadriocellata.  But, perhaps most importantly, the group saw a 
Giraffe-necked Weevil Trachelophorus giraffe to the envy of all the birders and particularly myself!  

As we were descending, the heavens opened and we were lashed with rain.  Soaked to the skin, we 
eventually reached the bus and went straight to the hotel to change, before departing for lunch.  In front 
of the restaurant where lunch was laid out, we saw a colourful looking Jeweled Chameleon Furcifer 
lateralis, a beetle Euryomia argentea (found by Gordon) and Madagascar Tree Boa Sanzinia 
madagascariensis, quickly retreating to a crack in the wall. 

After lunch, we capitalized on the wet weather and went frog hunting.   We drove to a spot where 
beautiful Madagascar Mantella Mantella madagascariensis, Baron’s Painted Mantella Mantella baroni 
and two Giraffe-necked Weevil (Hurray!) where pulled out from the bushes by our guides in no time at 
all.  A giant centipede (unidentified species) was also found here.  Cameras clicked away… 

 
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by Margaret 
 

     We then drove to Ranomafana headquarters, but had to wait for a while because of the heavy rain.  
Here, we saw a Madagascar Giant Millipede.  As soon as the rain stopped, we ventured into the forest in 
search of lemurs.  Soon, we were looking at the magnificent Golden Bamboo Lemur and Greater 
Bamboo Lemur feeding almost side by side.  The Ranomafana National Park was created in 1991 to 
protect these two species, following the discovery of the Golden Bamboo Lemur in 1986.  It was 
interesting to learn that although both species have a very specialized diet consisting mainly of bamboo 
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shoots and leaves, they do not compete with each other.  This is because while Greater Bamboo Lemur 
eats shoots, leaves, and pith of Giant Bamboo Cathariostachys madagascariensis, the Golden Bamboo 
Lemur concentrates only on young leaves and shoots.   Giant Bamboo contains levels of cyanide that 
would be lethal to most animals, but not to lemurs…… 

On the way back, we also observed a Red-fronted Brown Lemur foraging in the canopy.  The 
drizzle continued throughout the rest of the day.  This, however, did not stop us from making further 
sightings and as soon as we reached the car park, we saw M. Buzzard, M. Kestrel, M. Bulbul and M. 
Lesser Cuckoo.  A quick visit to a shop followed. 

We continued our venture by driving a short distance to a spot, where the park staff had smeared 
banana on branches, encouraging the minute Brown Mouse lemur to visit.  We did not need to wait too 
long before the cutest and smallest of all the lemurs we had seen, emerged from the bushes.  We were 
within touching distance from the animal, but so were the other groups.  So, after satisfying prolonged 
views, we left for the lodge. 

It has been a long day, so by the time we reached our lodge, we settled straight for dinner.  A great 
cheer lifted up the room, when fish and chips arrived on the table! 

 
Today, 41 species were recorded, with 12 new species.  It was a good day for lemurs, with five new 

species seen. 
 
 
 

 
Friday 2/10/12    

Day 11 

 
We were packed by 5:00 am and after a quick coffee and Graham’s breakfast bars, we were ready to 

go.  There was a long journey ahead of us today, but first of all we made our last visit to Ranomafana 
National Park.   

We arrived at the information centre of the park accompanied by four guides.  We followed the 
same path as yesterday afternoon, but since the terrain was challenging, some of us, after a short walk, 
decided to turn back.  Nick rebelled in a desperate attempt to see Pitta-like Ground-roller and decided to 
go to another part of the forest where the bird had been seen yesterday.  The rest of the group followed 
Loret and Fano and climbed to higher elevations, 
where ironically, the first bird we saw was a 
beautiful Pitta-like Ground-roller.  That’s the 
quirks of nature!  Further along we tracked down 
Madagascar Wood Rail, Blue Coua, M. Brush 
Warbler, M. Blue Vanga, Pollen’s Vanga, Tylas.  
We reached a platform viewing tower, where a 
nice view stretched over the forest canopy.  Here, 
we saw Madagascar Blue Pigeon in the distance.  
On the way back, we encountered the only record 
for the trip of a Velvet Asity.  Eastern Grey 
Bamboo Lemur and Red-fronted Brown Lemur 
were also seen this morning.   

Reunited with the rest of the group, we said 
good-bye to our guides and drove off for breakfast.  In the same restaurant where we had our lunch 
yesterday, we were treated to scrumptious scramble eggs/omelettes.  John and Nick saw our first Ward’s 
Flycatcher before we left.   

We started a long journey back to the national road.  En route, we stopped at a waterfall where we 
admired a beautiful pink Orchid and Madagascar Sundew Drosera madagascariensis.  The route north 
to Antsirabe took us through highland scenery which was pretty spectacular, with the road winding 
around hills and passing through valleys.  However, it was also a degraded countryside, where forests 
were cut down to give way to rice paddies, which dominated the landscape.  M. Buzzard and M. Kestrel 
were the only predators encountered, but the rice paddies held Dimorphic Heron, Great White Egret, 
Glossy Ibis and Black Heron. 
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We arrived to busy Ambositra and made our 
way through to a lovely place where we sat 
outside and enjoyed a zebu dish with vegetables 
and chips (!) for lunch (followed by a healthy 
selection of fruit).  We had a dose of local culture 
as well because a vibrant dancing group gave us a 
stunning performance.  From the terrace of this 
establishment, a view stretched over the town 
itself and a bull fighting arena that the town was 
famous for.  

Ambositra is also well known as a centre for 
wood craftwork, so we visited a craft shop at the 
end of town.  Fano also took us to a workshop where we could briefly see craftsmen at work.   

Two hours later we reached Andsirabe and our Royal Palace Hotel.  We were welcomed here by a 
refreshing drink and soon dispersed to our rooms.  We met again at 19:00 for dinner, except Margaret, 
who felt a bit under the weather.   The electricity went briefly off, generating some confusion and 
concerns, but soon everything went back to normal.   Our check list revealed that 37 species were 
recorded today (six species were only heard), including three new species (M. Wood Rail, M. Blue 
Pigeon and Velvet Asity).   

 
 

Day 12  
 
Saturday 3/10/12   

 
We had breakfast at a civilised 7:00 am and soon after embarked on a long journey to Périnet 

(Analamazaotra) Special Reserve, 90 miles east of Tana.   
The journey to Tana was rather uneventful, but we broke it by stopping at the side of the road to 

view some colourful cars meticulously carved by locals.  Here, Common Mynah and M. Lesser Cuckoo 
were recorded.  At another roadside craft market locals were making very colourful craft items from 
raffia.  Colourful lemurs, chameleons and baobab trees 
were all hoping to find a space in our luggage.   Here, 
M. Cisticola, M. Kingfisher, M. Lark, M. Wagtail and 
M. Mannikin were recorded.  

On the outskirts of Tana, we collected our pre-
arranged packed lunch by the side of the road, where 
three gorgeously looking young women passed baskets 
and cool boxes for us.  An hour later, we indulged in a 
real feast at a nice privately owned picnic spot, by a 
stream.  We were feasting on a vegetable/rice dish, 
chicken, cheese, mangoes and papayas.    

Another stop by a bridge followed shortly.  Here, 
we were looking for Madagascar Pratincole, but instead 
we saw Common Sandpiper, Common Mynah, 
Mascarene Martin and a few Golden Orb Spider 
Nephila madagascariensis.  A short distance away, we 
saw a pair of Common Stonechats and M. Kingfisher.    

We arrived to our lodge, by the Perinet reserve, in 
late afternoon and were led by our guide Julian, straight 
to a roosting Long-eared Owl chick.  To our delight, the 
little, white fluffy “thing” was looking down on us, but 
there was no sign of adults.  A short walk along the road 
gave us good views of two Green Pigeons, M. White-
eye and the only Green Jery recorded on the tour.   

We dispersed to our chalets, which although very 
basic, had balconies overlooking native forest and were 
tucked away from the rest of the establishment.  We could hear an Indri calling in the forest.   
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There was no time to spare though, because a night walk was planned.  We walked along the road 
looking for interesting nocturnal creatures, but soon realised that we were not the only ones with such 
activity in mind.  All of a sudden, the quiet road became full of people flashing their lights everywhere – 
“Change in the night shift”, Brian whispered.  

The night-walk was very rewarding and we all had good 
views of a Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko Uroplatus sikorae, Green 
Bright-eyed Frog Boophis viridis, a Tree Frog Boophis 
tasymena, Nose-horned (Big-nosed) Chameleon Calumma 
nasutum and a stick insect.  

After the walk, we went for our evening meal; a tasty 
Chinese noodle/wonton soup was served for a starter, 
followed by Tilapia fish in vegetable sauce with stir-fried rice 
and chips (?!), finished off with traditional pancakes.   The 
check list followed, and the majority of us went back to our chalets for a well deserved sleep.   

 
Altogether, 28 species were recorded today, with two new additions to the list.   

 
 

Day 13  
 
Sunday 4/11/12  

 
We had an early breakfast at 5:30 and by 6:00, we were all in the bus.  

Thanks to the location of our hotel, we did not need to drive far to enter the 
Perinet Nature Reserve and we were the first at the entrance.  The drizzle 
was pretty annoying, but we persevered and kept walking on the narrow 
paths through the forest.  The Eucalyptus trees here were intermingled with 
native trees, but soon they gave way to native forest.  Our first birds 
encountered, included familiar species such as Forest Fody, Crested Drongo, 
Souimanga Sunbird, Magpie-Robin and Chabert’s Vanga.  We stopped for a 
Blue Vanga, but heard Red-tailed Vanga calling instead.  Our first Rand’s 
Warbler was also calling, but only a few of us managed to see it.  We all had 
a good view of Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemur, spotted by Doug, and a 
Common Brown Lemur.  We could hear Indri calling in the distance, but our 
priority was to find birds first.  A short climb up the steep hill got us to a delightful Collared Nightjar 
well camouflaged amongst the debris.   

Our next excitement was provided by a group of Indri, which foraged high up in the canopy.  As we 
were struggling to get a clear view of these lemurs, suddenly their siren-like wailing cry carried across 
the forest and all around us.  The call was so intense and loud that it bordered on being almost 
unbearable.  Some of us were lucky to be just a few metres from a calling Indri and view the animal in 
action.  Some other Indri responded immediately and so the spectacle lasted a few minutes.  It was so 
exhilarating that the event has remained for the majority of us as one of the best wildlife experiences to 
date.  And then, suddenly it went all quiet again… 

By now, several groups were crossing the forest, so we decided to leave the Indri’s territory and 
concentrate on birds again. 

En route, we came across a Parson’s Chameleon Calumma parsonii, but it was too high on the tree 
for close study.  We passed by a M. Paradise Flycatcher on the nest, next to the path.  A Common 
Newtonia and Crested Drongo were seen, whereas M. Blue Coua and Long-billed Greenbul were heard 
calling. 

We then strived to get a Madagascar Wood Rail and eventually we did manage to see this illusive 
bird.  Julian tried to get a Red-fronted Coua for us as well and led us to a youngster tucked away in the 
bushes.  A M. Mannikins, M. White-eyes and M. Bulbuls were flying about on the upper ridges of the 
canopy.    

Although the sun came out and the drizzle stopped for a while, the forest felt rather empty and as 
the temperature rose, it was time to call it a day.    On the way to the hotel, we stopped briefly at the side 
of the road to get a Flufftail.  But, despite birds responding well to Julian’s tape and being just in 
touching distance from us, we did not see the birds well. 
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Back at the hotel, we had an hour to rest and gathered again at 12:30 for lunch.  Another short break 
followed and we reunited for an afternoon drive at 15:30. 

We took it easy this afternoon and birdwatching was conducted close to the lodge and mainly along 
the road.  As soon as we got out of the bus, we saw a Common Brown Lemur, posing for a picture.  
Some of us saw these lemurs earlier at the lodge grounds as well.  Julian led us to a small patch of water 
across the road to track White-throated Rail.  Although the rail responded well to the tape, by the time 
we all gathered together, it moved to the opposite side of the reeds and we had to follow.  We stood with 
anticipation and soon the bird emerged in its full glory.  

Tracking through the bushes on a way back, we encountered Patterson’s Chameleon again, but this 
time at eye level and much easier to photograph.  We walked further along the road and picked up 
Ward’s Flycatcher, White-headed Vanga, M. White-eye, Lesser Vasa Parrot and our first Greater Vasa 
Parrot.  We went to a Red-breasted Coua breeding territory, but the bird kept a low profile.  

At 17:00, we returned for a short break at the lodge and to collect torches for our evening walk.  An 
hour later, we were on the bus again and drove a short distance to a part of the forest run by local people 
(Fikambanana, (Association) Mitsinjo) as an ecotourism enterprise.  The proceedings from the entrance 
fee go to them, so we were pleased to learn that local people benefit from ecotourism directly.  

We had a bit of climbing to do before Julian gathered us all to show the spot where a Goodman’s 
Mouse Lemur was hiding.  Graham was the first to view the animal and sighed with disbelief: ”This is a 
hamster!”  We all got a good look at this tiny lemur, which obligingly posed for us.   On the way back, 
Julian found another one for us and much easier to view for John, who missed the first attempt. 

We finished off the day with dinner, which included saffron soup, pork with vegetables, rice and 
chips (!), and banana flambé.   A species check list revealed that 42 species of birds were recorded today 
(eight species were heard) with two new species added to the list (Rand’s Warbler and White-throated 
Rail).  Three species of lemurs were also seen.   

M. Scopes Owl was serenading us well into the night…. 
  
 
 

Day 14    
 
Monday 5/11/12  

 
We had an early start to the day again, but with an extra effort because we were moving this 

morning to another hotel for our last night.  After breakfast at 5:30, some of us went to see a peculiar 
Kite (Thorn) Spider Gasteracantha versicolor, found by Doug yesterday.   Soon after, we drove to the 
upmarket Andisabe Hotel, unloading the suitcases and took off towards the Mantadia National Park.   

En route, we stopped to do some birdwatching with Julian, while Fano and Roland went to fetch our 
packed lunch prepared by a nearby hotel.  Julian tried to lure a Madagascar Rail for us, but with no 
avail.  Instead, we had a Madagascar Starling and three M. Partridges flying over.  In the distance, we 
heard distinctive calls of the Black and White Ruffed Lemurs and the Broad-billed Roller.  Common 
Stonechat, Cattle Egret and Brown-throated Sand Martin were also recorded here. 

As soon as Fano returned with our supplies, we took off.  Not many birds were seen during the 
journey, but when Eucalyptus trees gave way to the palms and more pristine natural forest, we were 
happy to admire the vegetation instead.  We followed a slow and bumpy track for over an hour and 
eventually reached the Mantadia National Park.  On the arrival, to Brian’s delight (or disappointment!) 
we spotted a M. Buzzard soaring high in the sky and 
M. Babbler, Rand’s Warbler and a female M. Magpie 
Robin in the nearby bushes.   

There was no time to waste and we immediately 
entered the forest.  However, we soon found out that 
many others had the same idea in mind and our paths 
crossed with some other groups.  Julian found for us a 
chick of the Crossed-billed Babbler tucked away in 
the bushes.  We waited in anticipation for the parents 
to come back to feed the chick, but when one finally 
appeared, only some of us managed to get a view of 
the chick being fed.  
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The forest seemed rather quiet, but looked spectacular 
with gigantic Pandanus and Bamboos covered in lianas 
and mosses.  Red-bellied Lemurs were feeding high in the 
canopy and we stopped for a while to look at them.  The 
females with chest and underpants creamy-white, were 
conspicuously different from the males.  

We also stopped briefly at a small bridge where apart 
from a M. Swamp Warbler, dragonflies and were flying 
about.   

At some point, we heard a familiar voice of the Indri howling away in the distance, but the real treat 
came a while later, when Julian and Fano took us to a spot where at least four Diademed Sifakas where 
feeding high in the canopy.  It was an overwhelming experience to be so close to these amazing 
creatures and, for some of us, the event remained as one of the best wildlife experiences of the trip.  
Some of us got also a quick glimpse of a M. Sparrowhawk which flew fast amongst the trees in front of 
us.  

The best was yet to come, when Fano, out of the blue, brought a Lowland Streaked Tenrec for us to 
see.  This animal has to be classed as one of the strangest and cutest creatures on Earth, with its woolly 
appearance, pronounced pointed snout and prominent barbed quills around the head standing out like a 
crown!    

As the day progressed, the forest became quieter and hotter 
and soon we departed for lunch.  Our picnic lunch was by a 
nearby lake, where we had good views of two Madagascar Little 
Grebes and two Mellers’ Ducks.  What a lovely spot it was, but 
our privacy was spoiled by two other groups which arrived 
shortly after us.  Here, we also recorded M. Kingfisher, M. 
Starling, Broad-billed Roller, M. Kestrel and M. Buzzard.    

On our return to the bus, we immediately spotted a Greater 
Vasa Parrot.  A walk along the road, while John and Gordon took 
a leisurely pace and remained on the bus, was rewarding and we 

had our first encounter with two species of butterflies feeding on the road, Swallowtail Papilio 
epiphorbus and Graphium cernus ditto.  

Julian tried again for a Madagascar Flufftail, but 
the birds were not responding.  Instead, Fano 
overheard a Pygmy Kingfisher and our efforts 
concentrated on finding this beautiful bird.  It took us 
a while to locate it and Graham was the first one to 
shout: “I’ve got it!”  Once we all had a bird in a view, 
it was difficult to take our eyes of the bird.  After all, 
it was a priority bird for some of us!    

A Madagascar Tree Boa was also encountered and 
soon after, we followed Julian to search for Scaly 
Ground Roller.  However, the bird proved to be 
illusive and we had to call it a day.   The gates of the park close at 16:00, so we needed to rush to reach 
the exit on time. At the gate, we saw M. Buzzard, M. Fody, Common Stonechat and Mascarene Martin.   

We made another stop at a small wetland in hope to see M. Flufftail.  Some of us ventured down the 
steep escarpment, but those who stayed behind were 
rewarded with a view of Ringed-tailed Lemurs 
playing in the grass on a small island.   

We arrived at the hotel in time for a short rest and 
at 19:00 we all gathered at the bar with a dinner to 
follow.  We indulged in good food with choices 
between pumpkin soup and prawns for starter and 
breast of duck and sole for a main course.   
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After a daily species list check, we parted to bed (at least some of us!).   
Today, 42 species of birds were recorded (4 species were heard), with two new species added to the 

list.    
 
 

Day 15  
 
Tuesday 6/11/12 
 

We woke up to a wonderfully sunny day, but an undisputed bonus was the sound of the church bells 
in the village and the howling Indris in the distance. Some of us managed to have a little wander around 
the hotel grounds before breakfast and saw an array of birds, including more familiar species such as 
Forest and Madagascar Fodies, Chabert’s Vanga, M. Mannikin, M. Wagtail, Broad-billed Roller, M. 
Starling, M. Bulbul, Common Stonechat, Green-backed Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron and 
African Palm Swift. 

After breakfast, Julian and Fano took us to a spot in front of the hotel, where a M. Flufftail was 
calling.  It did not take us long to see the bird, which had eluded us for some time now.   

John and Margaret decided to relax in this peaceful surrounding and did not join the rest of us on the 
last few-hours of birding in the rainforest.  Gordon was intrigued by the absence of the two colleagues 
and was “suspicious of their reason to stay behind.” 

Our first stop was by the side of the road, which always proved to be better than the rainforest for 
viewing birds.  Here, Nuthatch Vanga failed us again, but we got good views of M. White-eye, M. 
Cuckoo Roller and a pair of displaying Crested Drongos. 

 
A visit to Perinet nature reserve followed.   As we walked through 

the forest, we saw M. Cuckoo Roller displaying in the distance, M. Blue 
Pigeon and a while later, two M. Buzzards.  A Red-breasted Coua was 
our target species this morning and as we took a narrow path up the hill, 
we stumbled upon small Emerald Pill Millipede Glomeris marginata, 
scattered all around on the ground.  Julian and Fano tried hard to 
shepherd a Red-breasted Coua towards us and eventually we all saw 
this magnificent bird.  As we walked down, Frances’s Sparrowhawk 
was heard by Fano, so with excitement we rushed back, but by the time 
we reached the top, the bird was gone.  

As we walked down the path, we spotted at least five Brown 
Lemurs feeding high in the tree canopy. Further along the path, we saw 
our first White-throated Oxylabes and, a little while later, a Wedge-

tailed Jery was heard, but proved difficult to track down.  A 
pair of Nelicourvi Weaver was busy building a nest and some 
stayed behind the group to watch their activities.   Our first 
Spectacled Greenbul was heard and reacted well to a Julian’s 
tape, producing a good view for the majority of us.  

Sadly, it was time to head back. En route, we came across 
an American studying ferns in the forest and Gordon and 
Doug got excited having exchanged a few “professional” 
comments with her.    
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We reached a bridge where a profusion of at least five species of dragonflies were present and 
Doug, Nick and myself got carried away photographing them.  In the meantime, the rest of the group 
managed to see a roosting M. Scops Owl.  Doug and Nick went back with Julian to see this bird, while 
the rest of the group proceeded towards the reserve exit.   A Common Brown Lemur appeared briefly on 
the bridge and, in the car park, we had a good view of our first Short-horned Chameleon Calumma 
brevicornis climbing up a tree. 

We arrived back at the hotel in good time to get ready for the journey back to Tana.  Our last lunch 
was set on the hotel terrace, where we eat a zebu dish and a strawberry tart with coffee.  Our meal was 
interrupted by a Common Brown Lemur, who appeared from nowhere and ventured into the hotel 
grounds.  The animal looked rather poorly and, after initial excitement, we felt rather sorry for it. 

  We left Perinet just before 14:00 and begun our long journey.  En route, we visited again a 
“Madagascar Pratincole site“ hoping to glimpse this bird.  We were not disappointed, because two 
individuals were present on the top of a rock island on the river.  Some of us went down the cliff to 
photograph them.   

We had another short stop at the petrol station and 
by about 17:30 we entered the city.  The traffic though 
was pretty horrendous and it took us a while to reach 
the restaurant.  It is a popular restaurant and renowned 
for the best food in the city.  The chef won some 
prestigious culinary awards, so we indulged in a feast; 
The beetroot soup with prawns (?!) was followed by a 
duck with almonds and a small dish of black rice (?!).  
But, a desert was no doubt a signature dish of the 
cook:  a chocolate feast at its best!   

             
John produced a touching thank-you speech for Fano and soon we 

were on the road again through, this time, a rather sleepy city.  We 
reached the airport in good time to say good-bye to our magnificent 
driver Rolando, to sort out the formalities, check in and even do some 
shopping and spend our last remaining Ariary.     

   Soon though, it was time to say good-bye to Fano and myself.  
The rest of the group embarked on the long overnight journey home. 

 
 

 
 
In retrospect:  

 
No doubt, it was a challenging trip and came as a surprise to some of us.  No mistake here 

though - the most challenging experience was flying with Air Madagascar!   Our abiding memories that 
we will take with us from this trip will be the smiley faces and friendly nature of the Malagasy people, 
the abundance of lemurs, the quality of birds, the pristine forests, fabulous plant life, cold beer and the 
variety and quality of food.  

Although it was an incomparable wildlife experience, we left with sadness and concern for the 
Malagasy people and their country.  The natural forest that once covered the whole of the island, is 
reduced to a handful of isolated pockets, which hold the last strongholds for several rare birds and 
lemurs.  Some of those habitats are not even protected (e.g. the spiny forest).   In the face of the 
extremely high population growth rate and poverty in rural areas, more habitats will be destroyed and 
more field paddies and cultivated land will be created.  The protected areas are also threatened from 
the disappearance of adjoining habitat outside their boundaries.   This disappearance is caused 
primarily by logging and replacement of rainforest with commercial Australian eucalyptus and Chinese 
pine forests.  

Potentially wealthy, Madagascar is currently one of the world’s poorest countries in the world.   
Current and future generations of this beautiful country are faced with the challenge of striking a 
balance between nature conservation and economic growth. 
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Precious moments… 
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Birds recorded on the trip (149) 
 
True endemics to Madagascar are in bold  

 
 

1 Madagascar Little Grebe 52 Common Sandpiper  
2 African Darter 53 Greater Sandplover
3 Madagascar Squacco Heron  54 Sanderling 
4 Common Squacco Heron  55 Curlew Sandpiper 
5 Black-crowned Night Heron 56 Whiskered Tern  
6 Green-backed Heron  57 Sooty Tern 
7 Great White Egret  58 Feral Pigeon
8 Cattle Egret  59 Namaqua Dove  
9 Black Egret 60 Madagascar Blue Pigeon  

10 Dimorphic Heron  61 Madagascar Green Pigeon 
11 Purple Heron 62 Madagascar Turtle Dove  
12 Grey Heron  63 Grey-headed Lovebird  
13 Humblot's Heron  64 Greater Vasa Parrot  
14 Hamerkop  65 Lesser Vasa Parrot  
15 Glossy Ibis 66 Madagascar Coucal  
16 African Openbill Stork 67 Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo 
17 Red-billed Teal 68 Green-capped Coua 
18 Meller's Duck  69 Red-capped Coua 
19 White-faced Duck 70 Running Coua 
20 Knob-billed Duck 71 Giant Coua
21 Pygmy Goose 72 Coquerel's Coua 
22 Madagascar Fish Eagle 73 Red-fronted Coua  
23 Madagascar Buzzard  74 Blue Coua  
24 Madagascar Harrier Hawk  75 Crested Coua 
25 Reunion Harrier 76 Verreaux's Coua 
26 Yellow-billed Kite  77 Madagascar Long-eared Owl  
27 Frances's Sparrowhawk 78 White-browed Owl 
28 Madagascar Kestrel  79 Madagascar Scops Owl 
29 Sooty Falcon 80 Collared Nightjar  
30 Madagascar Partridge  81 Madagascar Nightjar  
31 Madagascar Wood Rail  82 Madagascar Black Swift 
32 Subdesert Mesite 83 Little Swift
33 White-breasted Mesite 84 Madagascar Spine-tailed Swift  
34 Madagascar Button-quail 85 African Palm Swift  
35 White-throated Rail 86 Brown-throated Sand Martin  
36 Madagascar Rail  87 Mascarene Martin 
37 Madagascar Flufftail  88 Madagascar  Kingfisher 
38 Lesser Gallinule 89 Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher
39 Common Moorhen 90 Madagascar Bee-eater 
40 Madagascar Jacana 91 Broad-billed Roller 
41 Madagascar Pratincole 92 Madagascar Cuckoo-Roller 
42 Ruddy Turnstone 93 Pitta-like Ground-Roller  
43 Black-winged Stilt  94 Rufous-headed Ground-Roller  
44 Grey Plover 95 Long-tailed Ground Roller 
45 Common Ringed Plover 96 Velvet Asity 
46 Madagascar Plover 97 Schlegel's Asity 
47 Kittlitz's Plover  98 Madagascar Bulbul 
48 White-fronted Plover  99 Appert's Greenbul
49 Three-banded Plover 100 Grey-crowned Greenbul 
50 Whimbrel  101 Long-billed Greenbul 
51 Common Greenshank  102 Yellow-browed Oxylabes  
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          Continued ...

Spectacled Greenbul 
White-throated Oxylabes  
Crossley's Babbler 
Madagascar Magpie Robin 
Madagascar Hoopoe 
Forest Rock-Thrush 

103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112 Ward's Fly

Common Stonechat  
Madagascar Wagtail  
Madag. Paradise Flycatcher  

catcher
113 Common New
114

tonia  
Archbold's Newtonia 
Madagascar Cisticola 
Madagascar Lark  
Madagascar Swamp Warbler  
Madagascar Brush Warbler  
Thamnornis Warbler 
Subdesert Brush Warbler 

 

115
116
117
118
119
120
121 Common Jery
122
123 Green Jery
124

Stripe-throated Jery 
 

Wedge-tailed Jery
125 Rand's Warbler
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133 Rufous Vanga  
134
135
136 Lafresnay
137
138 Pollen's Vanga
139 Tylas 
140
141
142 Common Mynah
143 Crested Drongo 
144 Pied Crow  
145
146 Forest Fody
147 Sakalav
148 Nelicourv
149

Madagascar White-eye 
Madagascar Green Sunbird
Souimanga Sunbird  
White-headed Vanga 
Chabert's Vanga  
Madagascar Blue Vanga  
Sickle-billed Vanga

Red-shouldered Vanga 
Red-tailed Vanga  

e's Vanga
Hook-billed Vanga 

Madagascar Cuckoo Shrike
Madagascar Starling 

Madagascar Fody 
  

a Weaver  
i Weaver  

Madagascar Mannikin 
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Mammals seen on the trip 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6
Family: Cheirogaleidae We Th Fr Su Sa Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu

Microcebus murinus x
Cheirogalus medius x
Microcebus rufus x

emur Microcebus griseorufus x
r Microcebus lehilahytsara x

 Lepilemuridae
ve Lemur Lepilemur edwardsi x x
 Lemur x
mur Lepilemur hubbardi x

 Lemuridae
mur Hapalemur griseus x x x x

Hapalemur aureus x
Prolemur simus x
Lemur catta x x
Eulemur mongoz x
Eulemur rubriventer x x
Eulemur fulvus x x x x

mur Eulemur rufus x x
Eulemur macaco x

emur Varecia variegata x H

i;   Family: Indridae
Propithecus diadema x
Propithecus edwardsi x
Propithecus verreauxi x
Propithecus coquereli x x x x
Propithecus coronatus x
Indri indri H x H H

 trip 

nrec Hemicentetes semispinosus x

October November

Mouse and Dwarf Lemurs;      
1 Grey Mouse Lemur 
2 Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur 
3 Brown Mouse Lemur 
4 Grey-Brown Mouse L
5 Goodman's Mouse Lemu

Sportive Lemurs;       Family
6 Milne-Edward’s Sporti
7 White-footed Sportive
8 Hubbard's Sportive Le

True Lemurs;     Family
9 Eastern Grey Bamboo le

10 Golden Bamboo Lemur 
11 Greater Bamboo Lemur
12 Ring-tailed Lemur 
13 Mongoose Lemur
14 Red-bellied Lemur
15 Common Brown Lemur 
16 Red-fronted Brown Le
17 Black Lemur
18 Black and White Ruffed L

Avahi, Sifakas and the Indr
19 Diademed Sifaka
20 Milne-Edwards' Sifaka 
21 Verreaux’s Sifaka  
22 Coquerel's Sifaka 
23 Crowned Sifaka
24 Indri 

Other mammals seen on the

25 Lowland Streaked Te

Lemurs 
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Reptiles seen on the trip 
 
 

Chameleons

1 Calumma brevicornis Short-horned Chameleon Perinet
2 Calumma nasutum Nose-horned (Big-nosed) Chameleon night walk in Perinet 
3 Calumma parsonii Parson's Chameleon Perinet
4 Furcifer lateralis Jeweled Chameleon Ranomafana 
5 Furcifer oustaleti Oustalet's Chameleon Tana, Ampijoroa, Antsirabe
6 Furcifer rhinoceratus Rhinoceros Chameleon Ampijoroa 
7 Furcifer verrucosus Warty (Spiny-backed) Chameleon Tulear

Geckos & Lizards

8 Chalarodon madagascariensis Ifaty
10 Hemidactylus mercatorius Tana, Mahajanga, Ambalavao, Ampijoroa
11 Homopholis sakalava Sakalava Velvet Gecko Ifaty
12 Phelsuma lineata Lineated Day Gecko* Tana, Ranomafana, Perinet
13 Ampijoroa, 
14 Phelsuma standing

Three-eyed Guanna-lizard
Common House Gecko

Phelsuma madagascariensis Madagascar Day Gecko
i  Standing's Day Gecko Zombitse Forest

15 Phelsuma quadriocellata Peacock Day Gecko Ranomafana 
16 Trachylepis gravenhorstii Gravenhorst´s Skink by Sylvia
17 Uroplatus sikorae Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko Night walk at Ampijoroa and Perinet
18 Oplurus cuveri Collared Iguanid (Cuvier's) Tana, Ampijoroa, 
19 Oplurus cyclurus Spiny-tailed Iguanid Tulear, Ampijoroa 
20 Oplurus quadrimaculatus Madagascar Swift Lizard Relais de la Reine, Isalo
21 Zonosaurus laticaudatus Broad-tailed Girdled Lizard 
22 Zonosaurus madagascariensis Madagascar Plated Lizard Ampijoroa 

*several subspecies are now distinguished  
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Reptiles continued…  
 
 

Snakes 

24 Madagascarophis columbrinus Malagasy cut-eyed Snake Night walk at Ampijoroa
25 Dromicodryas bernieri Bernier’s Striped Snake Anjaha Community Site, Perinet
26 Sanzinia madagascariensis Madagascar Tree Boa Ranomafana, Mantadia National Park
27 Mimophis mahafalensis Grass Snake Ampijoroa
28 Bibilava lateralis Lateral Water Snake Perinet

Tortoises

29 Pyxis arachnoides Spider Tortoise Tana
30 Astrochelys radiata Radiated Tortoise Tana, Isalo
31 Kinixys belliana domerguei Madagascar Hinge-back Tortoise Tana, Isalo

32 Crocodylus niloticus Nile Crocodile Ampijoroa 

Amphibians seen on the trip
Frogs

1 Aglyptodactylus madagascariensis Madagascar Wood Frog Ranomafana (Sylvia)
2 Boophis doulioti Douliot´s Tree-frog Ampijoroa (toilet) 
3 Boophis fasymena Green Tree Frog Perinet (night walk)
4 Boophis vividis Green bright-eyed Frog Perinet (night walk)
5 Mantella baroni Baron’s Painted Mantella Ranomafana 
6 Mantella madagascariensis Madagascar Mantella Ranomafana 
7 Mantydactylus pulcher Pandanus Frog Ranomafana 
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Invertebrates seen on the rip 
 

Arachnids

1 Damastes  sp. Huntsman Spider Spiny Forest in Ifaty
2 Gasteracantha versicolor Kite/Thorn Spider Perinet, Mantadia
3 Nephila madagascariensis Golden Orb Spider On the road Tana-Perinet; Prinet
4 Lycosidae sp. Common Wolf Spider Perinet
5 Opisthacanthus madagascariensis Large-clawed Scorpion Ifaty

Butterflies

1 Acraea perenna Falcate Acraea Little red
2 Danaus chrysippus African Monarch Butterfly by Gordon
3 Graphium cernus ditto Mantadia N. Park (Doug)
4 Papilio antenor Madagascar Giant Swallowtail Tulear, Ifaty
5 Papilio delalandei Swallowtail Butterfly forest in Ranomafana N. Park 
6 Papilio epiphorbus Swallowtail Butterfly feeding on dung in Mantadia N. Park
7 Saribia tepahi Forest Butterfly forest in Ranomafana N. Park  

 
 

Dragonflies (lots unidentified)

1 Crocothemis erythraea Broad Scarlet on the bridge Ranomafana-Antsirabe
2 Ischnura senegalensis March Bluetail Mantadia National Park
3 Nesciothemis sp Skimmer Mantadia National Park
4 Trithemis sp. Dropwing dragonfly (red-winged) Perinet  
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Beetles and other insects (some unidentified)

1 Empusa sp. Mantis Antasibe Hotel in Perinet
2 Euryomia argentea Ranomafana 
3 Gromphadorhina portentosa Madagascar Hissing Cockroach Ifaty

4 Phromnia rosea Flatid Bug, catepillar, nymph and adult Ampijoroa, Zombitse Forest
5 Phymateus saxosus Rainbow Bush Locust Ifaty
6 Pentatomidae Shieldbugs Ampijoroa 
7 Trachelophorus giraffa Giraffe-necked Weevil Ranomafana 
8 Stick Insect night and day walks in Perinet
9 "Kung fu" cricket, male & female Ifaty

10 Megasoma  sp Rhinoceros Beetle Antasibe Hotel in Perinet

Other invertebrates

1 Aphistogoniulus sp Madagascar Fire Millipede by Gordon 
2 Glomeris marginata Emerald Pill Millipede Perinet
3 Malagabdella vagans Terrestrial Leech Perinet, Mantadia National park 
4 Madagascar Giant Milipede Ranomafana 
5 Scolopendra sp. Centipede Ranomafana  
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Plants recorded on the trip 
 

by 
 

Gordon Simpson 
 

            Latin          English 
1 Adansonia grandidieri Grandidier’s Baobab 
2 Adansonia rubrostipa Red-stemmed Baobab 
3 Adansonia za Za Baobab 
4 Agave americana Century Plant 
5 Ageratum sp  
6 Alcea rosea Hollyhock 
7 Alluaudia procera Madagascar Ocotillo 
8 Aloe capitata  
9 Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk Island Pine 

10 Artocarpus heterophyllus Jackfruit 
11 Bismarckia nobilis Blue Palm 
12 Bougainvillea spectabilis Bougainvillea 
13 Callistemon citrinus Crimson Bottlebrush 
14 Calluna arborea Tree Heath 
15 Carica papaya Papaya or Pawpaw 
16 Carpobrotus edulis Hottentot Fig 
17 Caryota mitis Fishtail Palm 
18 Casuarina sp She-oke or Sheoak 
19 Catharanthus roseus Madagascasr Periwinkle 
20 Cathariostachys madagascariensis Giant Bamboo 
21 Ceiba pentandra Kapok 
22 Cocos nucifera Coconut Palm 
23 Colophospermum mopane Mopane 
24 Commiphora larnii  
25 Commiphora madagascariensis Vasaha Tree 
26 Cordia rothii Manjack 
27 Crocosmia x crocosmiflora Monbretia 
28 Cryptomeria japonica Japanese Cedar 
29 Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey Cypress 
30 Cymbopogon citratus Lemon Grass 
31 Cycas thouarsii Tree fern Madagascar Sago 
32 Cyphostemma montagnacii  
33 Delonix regia Flame Tree 
34 Didierea madagascariensis Octopus Tree 
35 Drosera madagascariensis Madagascar Sundew 
36 Dypsis decaryi Three-cornered Palm 
37 Eichornia crassipes Water Hyacinth 
38 Euphorbia laro  
39 Euphorbia stenoclada Silver Thicket 
40 Fraxinus sp Ash 
41 Galinsago sp Gallant Soldier 
42 Givotia madagascariensis False Baobab (Canoe wood) 
43 Helianthus annuus Sunflower 
44 Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Hibiscus 
45 Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort 
46 Ipomoea batatas Sweet Potato 
47 Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda 
48 Jasminum officinale Jasmine 
49 Juncus effusus Soft Rush 
50 Kalanchoe beharensis Napoleon’s Hat 
51 Kalanchoe beharensis Felt Bush 
52 Lantana camara Lantana 
53 Liquidamber styraciflua Sweet Gum 
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      Continued… 
 
 
 

54 Litchi chinensis Lychee 
55 Lycopodium sp Clubmoss 
56 Mangifera indica Mango 
57 Manihot esculenta Cassava 
58 Moringa drouhardii Bottle Tree and ‘Yellow Fever Tree’ 
59 Moringa hildebrandtii Hildebrandt’s Moringa 
60 Morus nigra Black Mulberry 
61 Musa sp Banana 
62 Nerium oleander Oleander 
63 Nymphaea caerulea Blue Egyptian Water-lily 
64 Opuntia sp Prickly Pear 
65 Oryza glaberimma Rice 
66 Oxalis   
67 Pachypodium geayi Elephant’s Foot 
68 Pachypodium rosulatum Elephant’s Foot 
69 Pandanus sp  
70 Persicaria hydropiper Water Pepper 
71 Phytolacca americana Pokeweed 
72 Pinus patula Mexican Weeping Pine 
73 Platanus orientalis Oriental Plane 
74 Plumaria sp Frangipani 
75 Poupartia minor  
76 Prunus dulcis Almond 
77 Prunus persica Peach 
78 Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 
79 Puccinellia acroxantha  Saltmarsh grass 
80 Ravenala madagascariensis Traveller’s Palm 
81 Ricinus communis Castor Oil Plant  
82 Saccharum sp Sugar Cane 
83 Salicornia pachystachia Glasswort 
84 Salvadora angustifolia Narrow-leaved Mustard Tree 
85 Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade 
86 Strelitzia reginae Bird of Paradise or Crane Flower 
87 Strychnos madagascariensis Black Monkey Orange 
88 Tamarindus indica Tamarind 
89 Thunbergia alata Black-eyed Susan 

100 Typha latifolia Bulrush 
101 Vanilla madagascariensis Vanilla 
102 Viola sp Wild Violet 
103 Vitis vinifera Grape 
104 Zanthoxylum deiony  
105 Zea mays Maize 

 
 
 
 

Fungi 
by 

Gordon 

 
1 Auricularia auricula-judaea Jelly Ear 
2 Trametes gibbosa  
3 Trametes versicolor Turkey Tail 
4 Laetiporus sulphureus  Chicken of the Woods 
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	Participants
	There are three pockets of spiny forest in the Ifaty area and we visited the Moussa Forest, named after the owner, whose son Freddy and his charming assistant Mandidy, accompanied us on the walk.  The spiny dry-forest was truly amazing, like nothing we had ever seen before.  The thicket is dominated by ancient baobabs, (mainly Adansonia rubrostipa), spiny Didiereaceae trees (e.g. Madagascar Ocotillo Alluaudia procera and Octopus Tree  Didierea madagascariensis), Pachypodiums (e.g. Elephant Foot trees) and Euphorbias, creating a nature wonderland.
	By late afternoon, we reached Relais de la Reine, a luxurious hotel cleverly hidden amongst rocks on the southern boundary of the Isalo National Park.  We were welcomed by the hotel staff who served us a warm cloth to refresh ourselves after the strenuous journey, followed by a cold cocktail.  What a treat! Some of us managed to see our first Forest Rock Thrush that resides here, before we dispersed to our rooms.

